Air pollution has been a problem for centuries, reflecting the burning of fuels for heating and cooking and industrial activities. Globally, pollution has been dynamic with successful management taking place in higher-income countries, but worsening quickly in many low-and middle-income countries undergoing rapid industrialization, particularly China and India. As a result, these countries are experiencing high levels of air pollution on a frequent basis, creating large air pollution masses that circulate globally, and also becoming major contributors to greenhouse gasses. Consequently, the burden of premature mortality and morbidity attributable to air pollution is large and air pollution is now a leading contributor to poor health in most industrialized countries. And while climate change has been recognized as an emerging problem for decades, the urgency of action is clear as predictions as to its consequences have been realized. Climate change and global warming have been documented from low latitudes to polar environments. The health consequences of climate change will occur through direct and indirect pathways that include worsening air pollution.
This nexus of air pollution, greenhouse gasses, and climate change was the motivation for launching a new international journal. One purpose was to highlight these interactions with the goal of motivating action globally by publishing scientific research that covered the full global spectrum of the pollution problem. The journal's history dates to 2005 when Yong S Chung met with P a u l R o o s , t h e n E d i t o r i a l D i r e c t o r o f t h e Environmental Sciences publication program of Springer in the Netherlands. Roos supported the proposal for a new journal and Tamara Welschot, then Senior Publishing Editor of Environmental Sciences with Springer carried out major market surveys to assess the potential of widespread subscriptions including libraries in many countries. After three years of preparations with Springer, we announced the launch of the new international journal, Air Quality, Atmosphere & Health (AQAH) in 2008. Jonathan M Samet joined Yong S Chung as the founding Editors-in-Chief. Together, they had the breadth of expertise needed to launch this international, multidisciplinary journal in combination with the team of Associate Editors.
Since its launch, the journal has shown consistent and strong growth: in June 2008, we published the first issue of Volume 1, and continued to publish quarterly issues until Volume 7 in 2014, when we moved to six issues per year, to ten issues in 2017, and to 12 issues as of 2019. In 2008, we began with 235 pages, and this year, the journal is anticipated to reach 1480 pages. That our journal also resonated well with its relevant communities is also shown through the awarding of an Impact Factor in 2012 (3.184 in 2017 and 2.297 in 2018), only four years after the journal's launch. Our authors and co-authors are from all five continents in-cluding 91 countries 1 . For the abatement and monitoring of air quality and greenhouse gasses, we do encourage quality papers from developing countries and we conduct peer reviews on all submissions. Presently, the rate of acceptance from all submissions is about 22%. These achievements would not be possible without the support of our Associate Editors and Editorial Board members, and we are grateful to them. In addition, our authors, reviewers, and readers have been consistently supportive in submitting high-quality papers, in generously agreeing to review papers, and to reading and citing papers in AQAH. We are indebted to our friends on five continents for supporting the journal as it has risen to have wide international recognition.
After 12 years of exceptional editorial service, Prof. Samet is retiring from his position as Co-Editor-in-Chief to be replaced by Prof. Frank J Kelly of King's College London. We thank Jonathan for his contributions as a founding Editor-in-Chief and for the editorial vision he helped to form. Prof. Frank J Kelly brings broad expertise in the health consequences of air pollution, drawing on his work in environmental toxicology and his broad work in integrating scientific evidence on air pollution to protect public health. His more than 400 publications cover a broad range of environmental health topics. We look forward to the new insights that he will bring.
We would like to sincerely thank Jonathan for his productive work and wish him happy days ahead. We also warmly welcome Frank to the AQAH world! A word from him:
Thank you for the warm welcome. As we enter this crucial period of air quality research and policy development and implementation, I am excited by the opportunity to be part of AQAH's contribution to this truly international activity. Of course, following in the footsteps of Prof. Samet will be no easy task but my goal is to contribute to the ongoing growth in quality of the Journal and to ensure it is seen as a platform for scientific excellence. London has been a focus for air quality highs and lows in the past and the knowledge gained through these experiences should hold me in good stead to tackle the challenges, and opportunities ahead. I look forward to the next few years as Co-Editor-in-Chief of AQAH, with a commitment to lead the Journal towards its stated goals, working closely with you, the editorial board and the publisher, Springer Nature.
